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Key terms:  

Censorship 

 

Suppressing and limiting 
access to materials 
considered to be 
obscene, offensive or a 
threat to security.  

Discriminat
ion

 

Act of treating groups of 
people or individuals 
differently based on 
prejudice.   

Extremism

 

Believing in and 
supporting ideas that 
are very far from what 
most people consider 
correct or reasonable. 

Human 
Rights

 

The basic entitlement of 
all human beings, simply 
because they are 
human. The Human 
Declaration of Human 
Rights set these out.   

Personal 
Conviction

 

Something a person 
strongly feels or believes 
in e.g. racism is wrong.   

Relative 
Poverty 

 

A standard of poverty 
measured in relation to 
the standards of a 
society in which a 
person lives, for 
example, living on less 
than the average 
income.   

Absolute 
poverty 

 

An acute state of 
deprivation, where a 
person cannot access 
the most basic of human 
needs such as shelter 
and food. 

Social 
justice 

 

Promoting a fair society 
by challenging injustice 
and valuing diversity. 
Ensuring that everyone 
has access to provisions, 
equal opportunities and 
rights. 

 

Personal Conviction 

Some people’s beliefs 

mean they are in 

conflict with the law 

of the land they live in 

Examples: 

Martin Luther King 

Malala Yousafzai 

Oscar Romero 

Supporters of 

Euthanasia 

Supporters of Capital 

Punishment 

Pro-Life (anti-

abortion) Protesters 

 

Freedom of religious expression 
France has banned all religious symbols from schools. Is this right? Should religious believers be 

allowed to wear the symbols of their faith? Crosses? Hijabs? Niqabs (face veils)?  

Religious people spread their faith by: 

- Taking part in a mission to spread their religion to other countries 

- Evangelising – trying to convert someone to their faith 

- Leaflets (tracts), door-to-door visits, preaching in public places.  

Oscar Romero 

 Born in El Salvador in 1917. Archbishop in 1977 

 Spoke out against corruption of the government and the rich. Radio. 

 Murdered in the chapel where he was performing mass in 1980. 

 We are all ‘one in Christ’ and should be treated fairly. 

Human Rights and Social Justice – Christianity  

 All people are children of God 

 ‘All made in the image of God’ 

 Agape – selfless and unconditional love and how 

Christians should treat every human 

 Follow the example set by Jesus who himself 

campaigned for social justice 

 Many Christian charities follow the principles of 

agape ‘Love one another.’ 

 Christians should take a stand against unfairness 

and injustice  

 Follow the example of Martin Luther King Jnr 

and Oscar Romero 

 

Human Rights and Social Justice – Islam 

  Muslims are expected to oppose injustice and 

oppression- judged on this on Judgement day 

 The Qur’an and hadith says that equality is 

really important “equal as the teeth on a 

comb.’ 

 Humans have a duty to create a just and fair 

society. Every human has dignity within Islam 

– given by Allah 

 “Whoever kills one person, it is like they have 

killed all of humanity. Whoever saves on, it is 

as if he has saved all of humanity” Qur’an 5:32 

 Even criminals should not be mistreated as all 

deserve dignity and respect. 

 The Ummah shows the bond of all Muslims in 

the world to care for all 

 Charity encouraged- zakah and Sadaqah  

Martin Luther King Jnr 

 Baptist minister who fought racism and discrimination in the US 

 Started the Civil Rights movement.  

 Non-violent protest. Speeches. Marches.  

 “Turn the other cheek” “all one in Christ”                                                     

‘do not seek revenge’  

 

Christian attitudes to wealth 

Being wealthy is allowed as it is earnt and 

used honestly 

Jesus taught money doesn’t make people 

happy. ‘love of money is the root of all 

evil’ 

‘you cannot serve both God and Money’  

Have a duty to help the poor as told in the 

Parable of the sheep and goats and story 

of Lazarus 

Gambling encourages greed 

‘love one another because love comes 

from God.’ 

 

Christian Aid 

 Christian charity that helps 

anyone in need in 60 countries 

 Aims to stop poverty 

 Projects, campaigns and fair-

trade activities 

 Christian Aid Week – 

fundraising in UK 

Religious Extremism 

Fine line between being strongly religious 

and taking your religion to extremes 

 Westboro Baptist Church – Christian 

extremists (homosexuality) 

 Anti-abortion extremists – Robert 

Lewis Dear shot dead 3 people at an 

abortion clinic in 2015 

 ISIS – Islamic extremists/ KKK- 

Christian extremists 

Malala Yusuf 

 Islamic human rights campaigner 

 Wanted girls in the Swat Valley in Pakistan to have 

equal access to school as boys 

 Used her blog and spoke to the media  

 “show forgiveness and speak for justice.” 

 Shot by the Taliban in the head 2012 (survived) 

 

 

 Censorship 

 Should we be free to 

say whatever we like? 

 What about 

comments that are 

racist or offensive to 

certain groups? 

Prejudice and Discrimination -Christianity Prejudice and Discrimination -Islam 

 All humans created equal “in the image of God”  

 Moses told to “not deprive the foreigner of justice” 
– treat refugees and immigrants well 

 Jesus spent most of his time helping the outcasts of 
society – women, prostitutes, beggars, lepers 

 “There is neither Jew, nor gentile, male or female, 
for you are all one in Christ.” Bible 

 Racism is wrong – Story of the Good Samaritan 

 Work of Martin Luther King Jnr 

 Allah made humans by sending the angels to get 
different coloured soil – shows diversity 

 Prophet Muhammad made Bilal, a freed black slave, 
the first Muezzin (man who says the call to prayer). 

 The last sermon by Muhammad challenged racism “a 
white person is not better than a black person, nor a 
black person better than a white.” 

 The Christian/Muslim Forum works to end racism 
and promote interfaith dialogue. 

 

 Islamic Relief  

 Islamic charity that helps 

anyone in need 

 Aims to feed the poor and 

respond in disasters  

 Emergency aid, sponsor 

orphans. 

 Zakah – main source of funds 

 

Liberation Theology 

Jesus devoted his life to 

helping to liberate (free) 

people from unjust 

conditions.  

The belief that Christians 

should stand up against 

unfair governments – 

even when facing death. 

E.g. MLK and Malala. 

 

 

Human Rights and Social Justice – 

Humanist 

 Humanists oppose racism, 

sexism, torture and persecution 

 It is up to the individual to make 

a fair and just society 

 Every human life has dignity 

 Humanists were amongst the 

founders of the UN and they 

support many human rights 

organisations 

 

 
Amnesty International – work to 

campaign for human rights worldwide 

They use non-violent protest. Are 

against death penalty 

 Islamic attitudes to wealth 
Wealth belongs to Allah. What you do with 

your money is part of your test 

Gambling forbidden (haram) 

Zakah (2.5% surplus income) duty. 

Khums (Shi’a) 20% wealth tax on savings 

Sadaqah – voluntary giving Zakat-ul-Fitr - 

Additional money at end of Ramadan.  

‘He who goes to bed whilst his brother is 

hungry is not one of us. 

‘You cannot buy a place in the hereafter.’’ 

‘Be generous in prayer and regular in 

giving for God sees well all that you do.’ 

 


